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mountain peak, as a pillar firmly fixed. And though
these living beings pass along, transmigrate, fall out
of one state of existence and are born in another,
yet they are for ever and ever/ " *

Now this last is precisely the point in the soul
theory on which the latter Sankhya teaching differs
from the Vedanta. According to the latter it is only
God who is everlasting, the world is a phantom as it
were, a dream, a delusion, and has its only real ex-
istence in God. And the souls themselves have no
independent existence. They are God itself. But
the Sankhya on the other hand holds that there is
no God, that the primordial Prakriti (or stuff out of
which the world is formed) is eternal, and that the
souls have a separate existence of their own, and
continue to exist for ever in infinite numbers.

It will be noticed on the other hand that in the
Buddhist description of this particular heresy the
technical expression employed in the Sankhya
books for the primordial stuff is not used. It is here
" the world " which the heretics are said to consider
eternal, and that is not the view entertained by the
Sankhya. And if we should hold that the vague

* The Pali text will be found at vol. I, p. 16 of the Digha
Nikaya edited by myself and Mr. J. Estlin Carpenter, for the Pali
Text Society in 1890. Buddhaghosa's commentary on the passage
has also been published by us in the Sumangala Vilasini, vol. i.,
pp. 105-107. (Pali Text Society, 1886.)